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Bright future
seen for new
camp~s

status

By AARON QUINN
crowsnesteditor@yahoo.com
After months of controversy, USF-St. Petersburg
was granted autonomy July I by the Florida legislature's
Education Governance Reorganization Act.
Sen. Donald Sullivan \R-Seminole) was one of the
major players throughout, and in front of the Florida legislature proposed severing St. Petersburg's campus from USF
to convert it to an inde'pendent university, Suncoast
University.
Sullivan argued t hat Pinellas County needed a
four-year public university.
After Sullivan's proposal died when the legislative
session ended, he eased his position and consulted with
USF President Judy Genshaft for a resolution fitting the
needs of t he county while still qualitatively serving students.
Genshaft and Sullivan, among other legislators and
USF administrators, w0rked towards a compromise that
opened more options to Pinellas County residents and
kept the St. Petersburg campus with USF.They made USFSt. Petersburg autonomous.
To Pinellas residents, the autonomy measure
means they have a fo ur-year public university in which they
can finish an entire degree. Before t he change, o nly Eckerd
College, a private institution, offered fo ur-year degrees in
Pinellas County.
To USF-St. Petersbu rg administrators, this means
t hey have more inde pendence in the way the campus operates. "We have our own budget, capital outlay program, and
facilities and plann ing," said William Heller, vice-president
and dean of USF- St. Petersburg.
To current and future students, this means student fee expenses will be calculated on St. Petersb urg's ·
camp us for St. Petersburg's campus, potentially e liminating
extraneous expenses that almost exclusively benefit students of other USF campuses.
"By doing this we'll meet the specific needs of o ur
students, with o ur facilities," said Heller.
The only hurdl es left for USF-St. Petersburg are
becoming accredited and assembling a board of trustees.
The South e rn Association of Colleges and
Schools accredits Florida universities. Accreditation is an
evaluation tfiat measures the ability of a university to educate its students effectively, among other things.
''I'm not t he least bit concerned about meeting

Executive suites adjacent to Coquina Hall now house USF-St. Petersburg's Educatiqn Department.
Photo By Aaron Quinn

Frosh spur enrollment boom
By AARON QUINN
crowsnesteditor@yahoo.com

Possibly the largest enrollment expansion ever
- past, present or future- has hit USF-St. Petersburg
t his fall.
Over 200 new students, mostly from Pinellas
County, began classes Aug. 27, the first major influx of
underclassmen to a campus t hat previously catered primari ly to juniors, seniors and graduate students.
The e nti re student population of USF-St.
Petersburg is about 3,700, including new students.
Campus Vice-President Dr. William He ller expects that
number to increase more than twofold over the next I 0
years. "We have to grow with Pinellas [County)," he said.
To accommodate the student expansion, the
faculty has increased by 3 I and the education department has moved from Davis Hall to mobile executive
suites next to Coq uina Hall.
.
The faculty increase is the largest in years.
"Most are fresh out of graduate school, and show so
much promise," said Dr. David Carr, coordinator for the
College of Arts and Sciences, and 30-year professor of
medieval and renaissance history. "We're very excited
about the teaching and research potential."
Despite the large increase in full-tim e professors,
many
classes are full.
See AUTONOMY, Page 7

"I've maxed out my adjunct pool," said Carr,
referring to part-time instructors that teach on campus.
"And that's saying something considering how some
classes in t he past have had as few as five students," Carr
added.
C lasses most likely to fill are general education
courses· and exit courses. "For the first time I can
remember, we've had to turn students away from some
of t hose courses," said Carr.
Despite t he growing pains, most facu lty remain
optimistic.
_ Dr. Stephen Ritch, director of student affairs,
· has been in t he middle of t he new student fray during
orientation sessions in th e campus activiti es center.
"They [students] were so bright and eage r," said Ritch.
During orientation, student-interest evaluat ions are cond ucted to assess the likelihood of students
· to partake in campus clubs and organizations. Students'
level of inte rest is high.
"These folks were just fired up," said Ritch,
referring to their enthusiasm for campus activities," and
t his was on a Saturday."
Heller sees this energy as a positive sign fo r
future university recruiting. "Here [at the St. Petersburg
campus] could be somewhat of a magnet for the univer-

See FRESHMEN, Page 7
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Ideas may be distasteful
I applaud you for choosing to
run David Horowitz's infamous ad, "Ten
Reasons Why Reparations for Blacks is a
Bad Idea for Blacks--and RacistToo."
Although I must say my concern lies in
the fact that not one reaction or opinion
was noted in the following issue of the
Crow's Nest. Granted my opinion is also
late, but back to the point.
I wholeheartedly agree with the
comment made by Brad-Lord Leutwyler
in your column. He was right on the
money when he said that we (eyeryone
included) do not like to listen to opinions 'that we disagree 'with. But that one
subtle but true point is the entire problem. Of course we don't want to listen
to opinions and arguments that we disagree with.
Why? Because we don't take
kindly to being proved wrong by someone who disagrees with us. But by not
listening to other's opinions and arguments, and when we do not logically and
critically debate and think about oppos-

ing ideas, or worse not allow them to be
heard, we create a larger problem. We,
by our own hands, breed ignorance, apathy and complacency, amongst other
things. All of which are more damaging
and harmful than a topic that, heaven
forbid, might hurt someone's feelings.
If people spent half as much
time critically thinking through the topics
they debate so adamantly, as they do
crying about them just because the title
pissed them off, we would be a much
healthier and wise society.
So if you can't take the time to
even read about. the topic and think it
through logically, then do me and everyone else a favor and keep your mouth
shut and think before you act, or speak.

Michael Johnson
Senior, majoring in public relations
(This letter originally published
Spring 200 I)

Campus police offer programs
on crime prevention education

~

Involvement in campus clubs can
improve chances in life, career
By DENISE TURNER
Contributing Writer
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The following programs are
available from the University of South
Florida, Public Safety Deaprtment,
Bayboro Campus.These programs are
designed to improve the quality of your
University experience.
The mission of the Crime
Prevention Unit is "Crime Prevention
Through Education"
Crime prevention programs are
made avaible to all student, faculty and
staff members through your Campus
Police Departme':lt.
If you or any organizers you are
affiliated with want to have a presentation please call the Police Department at

553-1140.

• Auto Theft Prevention
• Con Games and Scams
• Credit Card Fraud
• Drug and Alcohol Abuse
• Firearms Safety
• Operation ID
• Personal Safety
• Residential Security ·
• Robbery Prevention
• Theft Prevention
• Workplace Violence
University Police Department
St. Petersburg Campus
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Ten Reasons Why Reparations for Blacks is Students r~act
a Bad Idea for Blt;~c.ks - and Racist Too to 'reparations'
By DAVID HOROWITZ
ONE
There Is No Single Group Clearly Responsible For The
Crime of Slavery
Black Africans and Arabs were responsible for enslaving the
ancestors of African-Americans. There were 3,000 black slaveowners in the antebellum United States. Are reparations to be
paid by their descendants

toor

·

TWO
There Is No One Group That Benefited Exclusively
From l~s Fruits
The claim for reparations is premised on the false assumption
that only whites have benefited from slav-ery. If slave labor created wealth for Americans, then obviously it has created wealth
for black Americans as well, including the descendants of slaves.
The GNP of black America is so large that it makes the African
-American community the IOth most prosperous "nation" in the
·world.American blacks on average enjoy per capita incomes. In
the range of twenty to fifty times that of blacks living in any of
the African nations from which they were kidnapped.

THREE
Only A Tiny Minority ofWhite Americans Ever Owned
Slaves, And Oth.e rs Gave Their lives to Free Them
Only a tiny minority of Americans ever owned slaves. This is true
even for those who lived in the antebellum South where only
one white in five was a slave-holder. Why should their descendants owe a debtr What about the descendants of the 350,000
Union soldiers who died to free the slavesrThey gave their lives.
What possible moral principle would ask them to pay (through
their descendants) againr

FOUR
America Today Is A Multi-Ethnic Nation and ·Most
Americans Have No Connection (Direct Or Indirect)
. To Slavery

one large group of descendants but not the otherr How can
government be expected to decide an issue that is so subjective
- and yet so critical - to the caser

SEVEN
The Reparations Claim Is One More Attempt To Turn
African-Americans Into Victims. It Sends A Damaging
Message To The African-American Community.
The renewed sense of grievance - which is what the claim for
reparations will inevitably create - is nei-ther. a constructive
nor a helpful message for black leaders to be sending to their
communities and to others. To focus the social passions of
African-Americans on what some Americans may have done to
their ancestors fifty or a hundred and fifty years ago is to burden them with a crippling sense of victimhood. How are the millions of refugees from tyranny and genocide who are now living
in America going to receive these claims, moreover, except as
demands for special treatment, an extravagant new handout that
is only necessary because some blacks can't seem to locate the
ladder of opportunity within reach of others - many less privi·
. ·leged than themselvesr

EIGHT
Reparations To African Americans Have
Already Been Paid
Since the passage of the Civil Rights Acts and the advent of the
Great Society in 1965, trillions of dollars in transfer payments
have been made to African-Americans in the form of welfare
benefits and racial preferences (in contracts, job placements and
educational admissions)- all under the rationale of redressing
historic racial grievances. It is said that reparations are necessary ·to achieve a healing between African-Americans and
other Americans. If trillion dollar restitutions and a wholesale
rewriting of American law in order to accommodate racial preference~) for African-Americans is not enough to achieve a "healing," what willr

NINE

The two great waves of American immigration occurred after
WhatAboutThe Debt Blacks Owe To America?
1880 and then after 1960. What rationale would require Slavery existed for thousands of years before the Atlantic slave
Vietnamese boat people, refuseniks, lr:-anian - refugees, and trade was born, and in all societies. But in the thousand years of
Armenian victims of the Turkish persecution, Jews, Mexicans, its existence, there never was an anti-slavery movement until
Greeks, or Polish, Hungarian, Cambodian and Korean victims of white Christians - Englishmen and Americans - created one.
Communism, to pay reparations to American blacksr
· If not for the anti-slavery attitudes and military power of white
Englishmen and Americans, the slave trade would not have been
FIVE
brought to an end: lf not for the sacrifices of white soldiers and
The Historical Prec~dents Used-To justify The
a white American president who gave his life to sign the
Reparations Claim Do Not Apply, And The Claim Itself
Emancipation Proclamation, blacks in America would still be
Is Based On Race Not Injury
slaves.lf not for the dedication of Americans of all ethnicities and
The historical precedents generally invoked to justify the repacolors to a. society based on the principle that all men are crerations claim are payments to Jewish survivors of the Holocaust,
ated equal, blacks in American would not enjoy the high'est stanJapanese-Americans and African-American victims of racial
experiments in Tuskegee, or racial outrages in Rosewood and dard of living of blacks anywhere in the world, and indeed one
Oklahoma City But in each case, the recipients of repa-rations of the highest standards of living of any people in the world. They
were the direct victims of the injustice or their immediate fam- would not enjoy the greatest freedoms and the most thoroughilies. This would be the only case of reparations to people who ly protected· individual rights anywhere. Where is the gratitude
were not immediately affected and whose sole qualification to of black America and its leade'rs for those giftsr
receive reparations would be raciai.As has already been pointed
out, during the slavery era, many blacks were free men or slave
owners themselves, yet the reparations claimants make no distinction between the roles blacks actually played in the injustice
itself. Randall Robinson's book on reparations, The Debt, which
is the manifesto of the reparations movement, is pointedly subtitled "What America Owes To Blacks." If this is not racism, what
isr

SIX
The Reparations Argument Is Based On.The
Unfounded Claim That All African-American
Descendants of Slaves Suffer From The Economic
Consequences of Slavery And Discrimination
No evidence-based attempt has been made to prove that living
individuals have been adversely affected by a slave system that
was ended over ISO years ago. But the.r e is plenty of evidence
the hardships that occurred were hardships that individuals
could and did overcome. The black middle-class in America is a
prosperous community that is now larger in absolute terms than
the black underclass. Does its existence not suggest that economic adversity is the result of failures of individual character
rather than the lingering aftereffects of racial discrimination and
a slave system that ceased to exist well over a century agorWest
Indian blacks in America are also descended from slaves but
their average incomes ·are equivalent to the average incomes of
whites and nearly 25% higher than the average incomes of
American born blacks. How is it that slaves adversely affected
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TEN
The Reparations Claim Is A Separatist Idea That Sets
African Americans Against The Nation That Gave
Them Freedom
~lacks were here before the Mayflower. Who is more American
than the descendants of African slavesr For the African-American
community to isolate itself even further from America is to
embark on a course whose implications are troubling. Yet the
African-American community has had a long-running flirtation
with separatists, nationalists and the political left, who. want
African-Americans to be no part of America's social contract.
African Americans should reject this temptation. For all
America's faults,.African-Americans have an enormous stake fn
their country and its heritage. It is this heritage that is really
under attack. by the reparations movement. The reparations
claim is one more assault on America, conducted by racial separatists and the political left. It is an attack not only on white
especially AfricanAmericans, but on all Americans Americans. America's African-American citizens are the richest
and most privileged black people alive - a bouhty that is a direct
result of the heritage that is under assault. The American idea
needs the support of its African-American citizens. But AfricanAmericans also need the support of the American idea. For it is
this idea that led to the principles and institutions that have set
African-Americans - and all of us - free. ·
David Horowitz is editor-in-chief of FrontPageMagazine.com
and president of the Center for the Study of Popular Culture.

Crow's Nest

Letters to the Editor
'Clear, present danger is censorship,' The March 28 - April I0, 200 I, edition of the Crew's Nest contained David
Horowitz's
"Ten
Reasons
Why
Reparations for Blacks is a Bad Idea for
Blacks - and Racist Too." It was accompanied by the editor's opinipn column
"We're Overdue to Start
entitled
Conversation on Race."
Evidently students at USF are
too busy; disinterested, apathetic or concerned about sounding politically incorrect to address this important issue. The
subsequent edition appeared without a
single student commentary regarding this
controversial issue. The silence was deafeningly loud.
Regardless of whether one
agrees or disagrees with Horowitz's fullpage advertisement placed in dozens of
college newspapers.. throughout the country that opposes the idea of monetary
settlements to be paid to the ancestors of
African-American slaves, the movement is
worth discussion. For those who find
Horowitz's comments to be insensitive,
demeaning or inaccurate, it is imperative
that dissenting opinions be voiced articulately and clearly. The real danger is not
David Horowitz. The clear and present
danger is censorship.
In deciding to run Horowitz's ad, the
Craw's Nest intention was to "allow ou.r
readers to make up their own minds."
Many colleges declined to run Horowitz's
ad claiming that it was unethical, too controversial, too demeaning, too this or that.
In effect, such decisions prohibited discourse on an impor-tant issue.
However, one must consider that
this conservative author (Horowitz) does
have a following. It is not polite to talk
about it :.... but who of us white folk
haven't considered the impact of a $4. 1 $777 trillion reparation debt on our individual bill-foldsr
Some of Horowitz's commentary contains extren:'ely offensive verbiage
such as "blacks do not deserve redress
because it was white Christians who
ended slavery, and that rather than getting
compensation, black Americans owe the
country a debt for freedom and prosperity they enjoy." I can not imagine one of
my fellow students who woul_d not be
outraged by such an opin_ion; However,
Horowitz also brings up issues worthy of
debate.
I realize that in saying this, I have
apparently committed an offense deemed
worthy of the title "politically incorrec~" .
Shock, chagrin, teeth clenching and fist
waving ·will perhaps ensue. But, still, I ask
the question, is it fair to penalize, through
taxes, the "Vietnamese boat people,
Russian refuseniks, Iranian. refugees, and
See STUDENTS, Page 5
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Marchers dog Bush
during. campus visit
By AARON QUINN
Originally published Spring 200 I
About a dozen members of the
St Petersburg Uhuru Movement protested Gov.Jeb Bush's visit to the USF-St
Petersburg campus on Jan. 12, to attend
a mayoral candidate's campaign event.
The protestors picketed and
chanted outside of the Campus
Activities Center for more than an hour,
beginning at 5 p.m. They chanted about
"saving the black vote." Most of the protestors were white.
Local Uhuru members have of
late made several statements critical of
Bush. They claim that black and poor
voters were disenfranchised in the 2000
presidential election.
"Bush is upholding over a I 00year-old tradition in this country of
oppressing black voters," said Delores
Fletcher, local Uhuru president.
Fletcher made reference to
Republican and Democrat dealings that
she said took place in the late 1860s.
'There was a deal struck that finally
took the troops out of the South, but
put them right back into poverty in the

Campus Calendar

North," she said. It didn't change anything, she said, but it wasn't technically
slavery anymore.
Fletcher worried that deals similar to the one that ended the Civil War
are occurring in Congress now.
"It's not entirely a black issue,"
she said, "but blacks are targeted
because they think that we're easy to
pick on."
A World War II veteran at the
demonstration held a medium-sized prescription drug container on the handle
of his cane. A hand-written price tag
dangled from the bottle's neck; it read
$50.
"That just goes to show that
everyone is affected," Fletcher said.
Bush, despite being the most
prominent figure in attendance, was not
the focus of the evening. Rick Baker, a
candidate for may0r of St. Petersburg.
reserved the main hall of the center for
a fundraising event at which Bush was
invited as a guest.
Inside, Rick Baker and Bush
spoke. There was no mention of the
·protestors outside on the front lawn .

Proposed honor system hopes
to brighten doing right thing
By JAY WILKE
Originally published Spring 200 I
A new University of South
Florida honor system is in the works and
may be ready for implementation in the
spring of 1002.
"We hope to improve academic
integrity," said Dr. Stephen Ritch , director
of student affairs at USF-St. Petersburg.
Ritch hopes to do this by establishing an
honor system at USF.
The "Honor System Work
Group," which includes faculty, student
government rep resenta-tives and students, is developing the code. Dr. Jay
Black, a professor of mass communications, is collaborating with Ritch a"nd contributing his expertise in media ethics.
The work group hopes to
receive input from students, faculty and
• members of the university community. A
value survey was mailed out to students
around the first of March and distributed
to the staff in February.
The work group is looking for
responses from everyone in the university community. All of its meetings are open
to students, teachers and community
members. The work group wants to have
everyone at the-university involved in the
formation of the honor code. Ritch hopes
to give "literally everyone in the campus
community" a chance to participate.
The push for the honor system
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Upcoming activities on the St.
Petersburg campus:

SEPTEMBER

3
+LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
+LIBRARY C_LOSED
+CAC closed
+Pool and Waterfront closed

4
+Senior Audit Registration, 9a.m.- Noon,
DAY 130 .
+Student Govt. meeting & Greet, II a.m1 p.m.,& 7 - 8 p.m., DAY lobby

5
+ HP -Scavenger Hunt Begins
+ Preetu Films Movie Shoot
+CAMPUS SHOWCASE. 11-2.30 p.m. &
4-6 p.m., HARBORSIDE

6
+Student Govt. meeting & Greet, I I a.m1 p.m.,& 7 - 8 p.m., DAY lobby
+ Preetu Films Movie Shoot

7·
+LAST REGISTRATION DEADLINE
+Student Govt. meeting & Greet, I I a.m1 p.m.,& 7- 8 p.m., DAY lobby
+ Preetu Films Movie Shoot
+CARDBOARD BOAT RACE, WATERFRONT
+WELCOME BACK SPLASH BASH,S-1 0
p.m., POOL

intensified after a media ethics lecture on
ur:~iversity honor codes was presented in
10
the Campus Activity Center. The lecture
+Student Govt. meeting & Greet, II a.mfeatured presentations by the University
1 p.m. and 7 - 8 p.m., DAY lobby
of South Carolina, Willia_m and Mary
+Management Info. Systems Mtg., 4.30
University and Miami University (Ohio).
p.m., DAY 130
All three schools had different approaches to the honor system.
II
The current student disciplinary
+TUTORIAL: IN TRO. TO VIRTUAL
code is written in negative legal terms,
LIBRARY, I 1.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m., POY 218
Ritch said. He called this the "negative
legalistic approach." This attitude is one
12
of the things that the Honor System . +Hidden Curriculum Luncheon, NoonWork Group is trying to steer away from,
1.30 p.m.
he noted. The group hopes to promote
+Student Govt. Meeting,'4.30 p.m., CAC
133
honor and ethics in positive terms.
The new honor system could be
13
distributed and explained to new stu+Ethics Lecture, 6-7.30 p.m., FCT
dents during orientation. Rather than
Courtyard
simply warn the students with what they
shouldn't do, Ritch says that the new
14
honor code can be "a form of character
+Faculty
meeting, I0 a.m-Noon., DAY
education at the university level."
130
On April I I, (Spring 200 I) the
+Film: ALMA (tentative),JUA
Honor System Work Group will identify
and outline proposed core values for
IS
implementation. On April 16, a campus
+POLICE PROMOTION EXAMS. 7 a.m. "town meeting" led by Dr. Marvin
5 p.m.,CAC
Berkowitz will sift through and recom+HOME FOOTBALL GAME: ST. PETE
mend the proposed core values.
NIGHT, 7 p.m., RAYMOND JAMES STAThe final proposed values will be
DIUM
sent to student government, the faculty
and the vice-president for review.

Crow's Nest

17
+Sundae Monday, DAY lobby, HP
+ Munchie Mania, I 1.30 a.m -1 p.m. & 7-8
p.m. Harbo rside Productions

18
+ Twinkie Tuesday, DAY Lobby
·+TUTORIAL: INTRO. TO VIRTUAL
LIBRARY, I 1.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m., POY 2 18
+ Munchie Mania, 11.30 a.m-1 p.m. & 7-8
p.m. Harborside Productions
+Oasis advisory board, 4 p.m.,'CAC 133

19
• Wonka Wednesday. DAY Lobby
+Munchie Mania, 11.30 a.m- 1 p.m. & 7-8
p.m.Harborside Productions
+ USF Benefits Fair, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., CAC

20
• Ten Inch Thursday, HP. DAY Lobby
+School Safety Summit, 9 a.m.- Noon,
DAY 130
+ Munchie Mania, 11.30 a.m-1 p.m. & 7-8
p.m.HP

21
+GRADUATION APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR FALL 200 I
+Popcorn Friday, DAY Lobby, HP
+Scavenger Hunt Ends
+ PTK Leadership Conference, CAC
+Munchie Mania, 11.30 a.m-1 p.m. & 7-8
p.m.HP
+ CITF Committee Meeting, I 0 a.m., CAC
133

22
+ PTK. Leadersh ip Conference, CAC,
Classrooms, Pool
+Water
Environment
Federatio n:
Conference, Beach Party, CAC

24
+TUTORIAL: Eric/Education Database 45 p.m., POY 218
+Management Info. Systems Mtg., 4.30
p.m., DAY 130

26
+TUTORIAL: INTRO. TO VIRTUAL
LIBRARY, I 1.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m., POY 2 18
+Student Govt. meeting, 4.30 p.m., DAY
130

27
+TUTORIAL: INTRO. TO VIRTUAL
LIBRARY. 4 -5 p.m., POY 218

28
+ MEMS Conference, 7.45 a.m·.-4 p.m.,
CAC

29
+Student Leadership Conference, 8.45
a.m.-4.45 p.m., CAC
+Adult & Infant/Child CPR, 9 a.m.-3.30
p.m., CAC 133
+HOME FOOTBALL GAME, 7 p.m., RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM
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Mayoral hopefuls show .d-iverse pe.r sonalitie$, slants
By CHRIS CURRY Originally Published Spring 200 I
With a field of participants to rival ~he number .
of contestants in the Kentucky Derby, the St. Petersburg
mayoral debate hit the Campus Activities Center on the
evening of Jan.30.
Nine candidates showed up to discuss issues
such as racial unity, water conservation and economic
development on the south side of the city. Some 300
people attended, with a heavy smattering of senior citizens.
Given the number of candidates, the debate
progressed with almost extraordinary order. This may
have been a surprise to moderator and Bay News 9
anchor AI Ruechel, considering his opening remarks.
."We had these giant boxing gloves we wanted
to bring out and give to all the candidates, this being St.
Petersburg politics," Ruechel said.
One issue the candidates did spar over was
campaign financing.
·
In initial financial reports, candidate Rick Baker
had raised in excess of ·$50,000, more than $20,000
more than the next-closest candidate, Karl Nurse. And
that was befo·re Baker brought in Jeb Bush for a fundrais1 er at USF-St. Petersburg.
"It will be interesting to see if this election can
be bought," candidate Larry Williams said. "A lo~ of people expect this to be a coronation. This is an election."
Other candidates took more obvious shots at
Baker.
"I will raise enough money to get the message
out," Nurse said. "I won't bring in the governor, of
course."
When it was his turn to talk about money,
Baker decided to play it cool. "I wonder what they're all
talking about," he said.

Political neophyte Patrick Bailey, a collection
agen cy owner, and Louis Miceli, a lathe operator at Jabil
Circuit, seemed uncertain about certain issues.
Miceli used only seconds of the two minutes
allotted for his opening and closing re~arks or the one
minute granted for question responses.
"This is al l new to me," he said in his opening
stat~ment. "If you want something done come to me, and
I'll get i\ done. That's all I have to say right now. Is that
okay?"
When questioned on topics from the fate of
Police Chief Goliath Davis to uneven city code enforcement, Miceli repeated statements similar to this creed,
often prompting chuckles from the crowd.
The audience seemed amused by an ongoing
contest between Kathleen· Ford, -Omali Yeshitela and
eventually Baker to announce their campaign Web sites
as many times as possible and USF alumnus Ronnie
Beck's declaration that he would handle the emerging
water problem by hiring Williams as "water czar."
Besides Miceli and Bailey, the other seven candidates, including first-timer Maria Scruggs-Westen, gave
informed responses to most issue questions. Their
~eplies often were similar to one a~ other. There were a
few_exceptions.
While most candidates stood behind Davis as
police chief, Ford said that man-agement was not keeping department personnel happy and changes might have
to be made. On the issue of Bayfront Medical Center,
Williams said that it was time for the city to sell the land
to the hospita·l and get out of the health care business.
Audience member Dave Shafer ' said he supported Nurse but was impressed by Williams' "command
-of issues."
"Some candidates surprised me," Shafer said.
"They're much more knowledgeable than I thought they
would be. But no one said something astonishing to set

them ·apart from the pack."
"I would have liked to' have seen more (students), although I did see quite a few," Direqor of
Student Affairs Dr. Stephen Ritch said after the debate.
"This is a very busy class night. It's difficult to schedule
events so the community can come after work when so
many of .our students go to class after work."
Supporters of Yeshitela and Ford lined the back
of the room, often applauding so enthusiastically that Ruechel had to call for sil ence. "Keep the blood in your
fingers," he said. "There'll be a chance to applaud at the
end."
The debate was brought to the campus by business law professor John Jewell and the Office of Student
Government.
"I think it went very well. The turnout was
great," said senior Student Government representative
Jackie Wertel. "I think its good publicity for the campus.
It shows our involvement in the community."
The candidates who participated in the debate
were:
o Patrick Bailey, collection agency owner
o Rick Baker, attorney, former chair-man of t he Chamber
of Commerce
o Ronnie Beck, business owner, USF alumnus
o Kathleen Ford, City Council member, attorney, registered nurse
o Louis Miceli, lathe· operator, former maintenance worker for minor league St. Petersburg Devil Rays
o Karl Nurse, city planning commis-sion chairman
o Maria Scruggs-Weston, head of breast cancer awareness program at St. Anthony's Hospital, former public
hous-ing administrator
o Larry Williams, City Council chair, business owner _
oOmali Yeshitela, founder of St. Petersburg's Uhuru
movement, civil rights activist.

Team's success sailed in under writer's notice
,,
By AARON THOMAS
Contributing Writer
Originally Published Spring 200 I
I confess I should've written
sooner. I'm just as guilty as any student on
the Bayboro Campus, writer or not.
I'm guilty of being uninformed
about the many activities that occur on
campus, including the success of this
year's USF sailing team and the job that
the coaches and young, talented sailors
have done.
Still, I ask myself, why is the team
being "neglected"? Why do they not have
similar coverage in the newspapers as the
football, basketball or baseball teams? Is it
because sailing is an aquatic sport, taking
place out in the middle ofTampa Bay, off
the coast of St. Petersburg, and is not
played in stadiums owned by multi-millionaires, who make money by having
some school athletic programs?
This year's team is practically on
the welcome mat of this year's nationals
competition. It is a team that can bring
USF a national championship and put USF
athletics on the map. They are a force to
be reckoned with, right in our own backyard.
But I still find myself asking that
question:Why haven't they had good coverage? One reason I wrote the stor:y
about the sailing team was because of the
lack of coverage. It was a problem th'at
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the Crow's Nest staff knew about at the
beginning of the ·school year. When my
editor assigned me the story, I was
amazed at the team and began to wonder
if the lack of coverage was because thei~
success is so "new."
I've purposely continued to
write stories about the sailing team and
continue to watch just how far they can
go. Lik~ any other sports fan around the
world, I enjoy watching a perennial win ner in every game during every season.
But it is a breath of fresh air when a team
from almost out of nowhere succeeds as
the sailing team has. People, I_think, get
· tired of watching the same teams win
over and over again, unless they are fans
of those teams.
Regardless of the reason for the
lack of coverage and support of this
year's sailing team, they can be overcome.
Students and faculty can do something.
The information is there. It just needs to ·
be put to use so we make sure that teams
are supported.
·
We as USF students and faculty
were honored to be granted a football
program, and we show strong support in
the success of this year's basketball t;eam
as they are close to an NCAA tournament berth this year, too. We support our
baseball team, winning or losing, and we
support our softball team under the same
circumstances. But it seems like there is a
line drawn between those sports and

others.
We should be honored, especially students on the Bayboro Campus, to
have a sailing team. It is the only varsity
team that calls the St. Petersburg campus .
home. All other varsity athletic teams
have their homes on the Tampa campus,
and perhaps they forget about our campus' beauty.
Students and faculty should take
part in this year's success of the USF sailing team. How? True, the team doesn't sail
in any type of arena, but we can still watch .
from the shores ofTampa Bay as the team
hosts and races in each home regatta,
whether it's team racing or individual ra·cing. Dr. Steve Lang, assistant head coach of
this year's team, told me that· the . team
racing ev'e nt takes on the feel of a challenging chess match, with everyone blocking each other from crossing the finish
line. It's auto racing on the water.
It's up to us students and faculty
to give these· young sailors the recognitkm they deserve. We need to take part
and support our tea·m as they continue
on their drive toward the nationals competition. They are right in the thick of the
compe_tition right now, and if they make
it, they will need the boost from our support to bring USF a national champi_onship in sailing.
I confess I didn't know.
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STUDENTS
from Page 3
Armenian victims ?f the Turkish persecution, Jews, Mexicans, Greeks, or Polish,
Hungarian, Cambodian and Korean vic. tims of Communism to pay reparations to
American blacks?"
I certainly don't know answers
to all questions surrounding the reparation issue, but I do know that the issue
won't go away quietly, nor will it be solved
through censorship of ideas: What I've
realized is that an open marketplace of
ideas is crucial for the democracy that we
so often em brac_e passionately, yet
dichotomously cast aside at the instant
that such democracy offends our ideals.
Many college student actiVIsts
have reacted to publication of Horowitz's
ad by resorting to such tactics as theft and
destruction of the newspapers without
applying the systematic debate, conjecture
and . intellectual reasoning that are
absolutely imperative regarding this issue.
In applying such emotional measures, it becomes evident that dissent of
ideas is apparently prohibitive even by the
most liberal-minded persons. It would
appear that even those who voice ideas of
tolerance ·are, in effect, advocating censorship.
Lauren Glass
Senior, majoring in psychology
Originally Published Spring 200 I
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Bill may create best of both worlds for USF
By M.E. BAKER

Originally Published Spring 200 I

Petersburg c;1mpus would still be able to
attend classes at any other USF campus.
"I believe that this [bill] gives the
St. Petersburg campus and the people of
Pinellas County a strong place at the
table, a strong representation within the
University of South Florida so that we can
work as partners with the main campus,
with our own funding and with our direction, but still as partners with people on
the main campus," Sullivan said.
Farkas said that the bill offered
the "best of all worlds," the "umbrella of
USF and the USF trademark."
Heller said granting the St.
Petersburg campus its own budgetary
independence was "a major accomplishment. At the same time, the president
doesn't lose anything because she will
review all of the budgets."
Discussion about the fate of the
campus began last ~pring when Sullivan

introduced a bill to make the St.
Petersburg campus an independent university to be called Suncoast University.
That bill failed 6n the last day of the legislative session.
However, Sebesta said that "we
all owe Sen. Sullivan a great debt of
thanks for his efforts during the last year
since the session last .year in bringing
many of the problems of this campus to
the forefront. Man, he is tenacious! He
would not give up."
Last fall, Sebesta said he and
Sullivan were attempting to draft another
bill. He said the bill had been arrived at
after "about eight drafts."
Genshaft had been "very supportive" during talks, the senator said.
However, he said that "as late as yesterday
tbis was a go, no go. But late in the day
everybody agreed."
StudentGovernment Rep. Phyllis

Suspense surrounding the future
of USF-St. Petersburg ended Friday, Feb.
16, when influential Pinellas legislators
announced that they want to make the
campus ·autonomous while keeping it
within the USF system.
In an outdoor news conference
overlooking Bayboro Harbor, state senators James Sebesta and Don Sullivan
announced that they will introduce a bill
n-ext month which will give the St.
Petersburg campus freedom to write its
own budget and ~reate its own academic
. programs while remaining affiliated with
the Tampa campus.
Rep. Frank Farkas will sponsor
the bill in the House. Farkas, USF
President Judy Genshaft and Vice
President William Heller also took part in
the event.
In announcing the bill, Sebesta
noted that discussions had been going on
for several months about whether to
sever the St. Petersburg campus into an
independent university. The effort had
centered on trying to "blend the best of
two worlds, to keep this a part of the
University of South Florida and to address
By CHRIS CURRY
many of the problems that this campus
Originally Published Spring 200 I
has had over the last few years."
"I truly believed that this campus
USF-St. Petersburg joined the rows of billboards on
should stay a part of USF," he said. "A U.S. 19, the collage of advertisements in the newspaper and the
degree from USF today is very valu-able. A stream of co(Tlmercials on cable television as the campus is being
degree· from USF in the future will be touted in USF's most extensive and expensive adver-tising caminvaluable."
paign ever.
The bill would:
This spring, the university embarked on a $135,000
• Make USF-St. Petersburg an February to April multimedia advertising campaign intended to
organizationally and fiscally autonomous .show the Tampa Bay area that USF "was big, bad and in their
campus, with a budget prepared by local backyard," according to university marketing director Dan
campus administrators. Genshaft would Casseday.
Casseday said the school spent approximately $35,000
review this separate budget before subadvertising
the St. Petersburg campus, with $30,000 of this figmitting the complete USF request to the
ure
contributed
by the campus.
Legislature.
the campus appeared in the Weekly
Ads
promoting.
Although Genshaft will still
Planet
and
the
Weekend
section
of the St Petersburg Times, on the
review the St. Petersburg campus' budget
radio
and
on
cable
television
during shows such as Animal
request, Sebesta said "we will be going
Planet's
"The
Crocodile
Hunter."
directly to Tallahassee for our operating
The school also purchased several Web advertisebudget and for our capital expenditures."
ments for time periods up to a year.
• Mandate that the university
As part of the promotion campaign, USF and Time
seek . separate accredi-tation for the St.
Warner Communications held a contest offering two free tickPetersburg campus.
ets to New York for the VHI "Divas Live" show at Radio City
Commenting later about why he Music Hall in April. Contest registration was at the USF-St.
felt separate accreditation was necessary, . Petersburg admissions office March 12 through 25.
Sullivan said that it "helps us guarantee
"It's just a way' to make people more a~are we're
the autonomy that we've looked for."
here," said campus admissions coordinator Joy Morin.
• Set up a separate five-person
Morin said that the impact of the advertising campaign
"campus board" to be appointed by the couldn't be measured until after student registra-tion begins on
USF board of trustees. Composed of April 16. Even if the advertising campaign is a big success, she did
Pinellas County residents, this board not expect a sea of people descending on the Bayboro Hall
would review and approve the annual admissions office, since most students register online.
campus budget request.
lJSF-St. Petersburg recruiter John Basse! said early
• Create the position of a results show that new student inquiries are up from the fall
Campus Exec4tive Officer to be appoint- 2000 semester when the campus was the focus of a smaller, preed by Genshaft. The president would be dominantly print-based advertising campaign.
To gauge the effectiveness of the var-ious forms of
required to consult with the St.
advertising,
prospective stu-dents contacting the school by ePetersburg campus board before hiring or
mail
are
asked
how they heard about the St. Petersburg campus.
firing this person. Campus dean William
"A
lot
of
them
are mentioning the billboard campaign, print
Heller cur-rently holds the title of vice
the
Web," Basse! said.
advertising
and
presid!'!nt.
that USF began mar-keting itself in 1996
Casseday
said
• Enable the St. Petersburg camand
that
the
campaign
has
become more vigorous and expensive
pus to contract with the main Tampa cameach year; leading up to this spring's big push.
pus for central support services.
As increased enrollment at regional campuses became
Students enrolled at the St.
a well publicized need, the advertising campaigns for St.

Lenahan praised the announcement, saying that it was "the be.st step in the right
direction. It's what our student government has been working so hard towards.
I· think the students will be relieved to
know that o ur campus will not be severed
and that we'll have the oppor-tunity to
expand this campus. Student government
will definitely be following this bill with
eagle eyes."
She added "we're grateful to senators Sullivan and Sebesta and Rep.
Farkas and especially Dr. Genshaft for the
cooperative efforts on behalf of the students of the St. Petersburg campus."
Student Government President
Clayton Tieman said, "I'm overjoyed. I'm
relieved and the student body should be
relieved."
"I really look forward to. the day
we have dorms here and a student union,"
he added.

$135,000 campaign tou~s St. Pete campus
in 'big; bad, 'in backyard' enrollment push
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Petersburg, Sarasota and Lakeland expanded. Print advertisements for the Sarasota campus run in the Sarasota Herald
Tribune and the Bradenton Herald. The university Web page
states the goal of increasing undergraduate enrollment at
regional campuses two and a half times the rate of Tampa.
According to Casseday, nearly half the respondents to
the schools' overall marketing campaign are Pinellas County residents, with USF-St. Petersburg draw-ing interest through every
medium used. "I guess the moral is that al_l advertis-ing is good
advertising," Casseday said.

The Grow's Nest
, WantsYou!
Writers and
Photogra-phers of all
Experience Levels
'

Inquire
at 553 3113
or
crowsnesteditor@ yahoo.com
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Mall to -put new face on campus
By JAY WILKE
Originally Published Spring 200 I

Over the next several months, various construction projects will bring changes to the USF-St.
Petersburg campus, and people· who have trouble finding parking won't get relief.
Some on-campus parking spaces will be lost in
the Central Core project. The project will close the
part of Second Street that dead-ends into the campus
in front of Davis and Bayboro halls. The parking spaces
that line the street will be transformed into an open
green space with a fountain.
·
"All of the parking in front of .Davis will be
gone," said Roy Clark, USF-St. Peter-sburg construction
coordi-nator. The campus will be safer for students and
faculty members, he said.
The Central Core project will change the face
of the campus as it transforms the street into a grassy
area and courtyard where students can stretch out and
lounge.
"I think that it's going to make the campus
even more gorgeous than it is," said Deborah Kurelik,

AUTONO.M Y
from Page I
their standards," said Dr. Stephen Ritch,
director of student affairs. "We're very
well prepared; however, I'm sure there are
places where we can improve a little."
Last minute preparations and
adjustments will be necessary because the
evaluation is not far off. "We're. optimistic
for having a site visit in the spring," said
Heller referring to a visit from SACS
accreditors.
Once approved, most schools
are awarded provisional a!=creditation for
five years and re-apply for a full I0-y~ar
accreditation thereafter.
"Accreditation will offer us even
more," said Heller.
More means students will deal
with all administrative issues in St.
Petersburg, not Tampa: "Students will get
their services here and their answers
here," said Ritch.
The auton~my granted to USFSt. Petersburg will also open doors to new
programs. This semester will bring three:

FRESHMEN

from Page I ·

sity," said Heller.
The combination of incoming
students and the St. Petersburg campus'
dynamics might affect future enrollment
of more than just this campus.
Heller cited the St. Petersburg's
campus' waterfront property, the city's
improving downtown, ~nd ·accessibility to
things like Major League Baseball, as
strong non-academic lures for attending

USF-St. Petersburg assistant director of public affairs. "It
will encourage a lot of socializing for the students."
The project, scheduled to begin this year, is in
the planning stages, and it is unknown how long it will
take to complete. There is a possibility that replacement
of some underground pipes could complicate a speedy
com-pletion. The landscaping, however, should not take
more than a couple of months.
Parking spaces lost t_o the mall have been
replaced with new lots on campus. Still, students who
are used to parking on the street may have to buy parking decals and students used to parking in front of Davis
Hall may have to walk further.
However, the parking situation still won't
resemble USF-Tampa. "It is much harder to park over
there," Kurelik said.
Other parking will disappear as a result of construc-tion on Third Street South. A streetscape project
there will narrow the street to improve safety for
pedestrians, at the same time eliminating streetparking
used by some students and faculty who don't have
decals.
USF-St. Petersburg is a pedestrian campus and

undergraduate degrees in graphic design,
visual communications and environmental
science and policy.
The five-member board of
trustees for USF St. Petersburg will begin
with Anne Duncan, a real estate entrE;preneur in northern Pinellas County. Duncan
will serve as the sole trustee on both the
University's and USF-St. Petersburg's
Board of Trustees, acting as a liaison
between the two committees.
Each campus' board is separate
and answers to the Florida Board of
Education. They monitor things such as
accreditation procedures to ensure that
their campus meets accreditors' requirements.
Four more trustees will be
appointed in the cor:ning month"s.
Applications are being reviewed now by
USF administrators and will be appointed
by the University Board of Trustees, said
Heller.
Evie Mitsides contributed to
this report.

the change "reduces traffic hazards to students," Clark
said.
The construction will take place from Fifth
Avenue South to 19th Avenue South.
A renovation project also is under way on the
north side of the second floor of Davis Hall. The work
includes the creation of new state-of-the-art biology
and chemistry laboratories.
The new labs will be "meeting a new standard,"
Clark said. Each station will have a data .wing and will be
computer-connected.
Three weeks' worth of classes in Davis had to
be relocated due to the con-struction.
The labs are being installed as a result of the
campus' recently expanded mission to include lowerlevel students and to offer new programs in environmen-tal science and policy.
The renovation is on schedule and expected to
be completed sometime in June. Classes will be held in
the new laboratories starting"in the fall.
Three areas in the marine science department
also are being renovated, and the locker rooms by the
swimming pool are being refurbished and renovated.

Activities budget eyes
pay hikes, new staff
By CHRIS CURRY
Originally Published Spring 200 I

March

22, the

USF-St

Petersburg student government approved

"We feel it is wise not rely too
much on that because if that large amount

time student employees, reduces the sup-

of money went away overnight, we'd have

port that fees collected from St. problems," Ritch said. He said the shifting
Petersburg Junior College contribute to _ p9l!tical climate surrounding higher educampus operations and adds two. new fu 11- cation in Florida or USF-St. Petersburg
time staff positions at the waterfront.
The $534,640.26 total budget, up

expansion could potentially end the partnership between the two schools.

14 percent from 2000-200 I, now must

Almost $370,000 of the budget

pass through Director of Student Affairs
Stephen Ritch, Vice President William

passed by student government goes
toward student activities, recreation and

Heller .and USF President Judy Genshaft.

the waterfront, up 17 percent from 2000200 I. The increase is due to a full-time

student employees at places like the cam-

dockmaster and administrative assistant

pus fitness center is modest. The hiring

at the waterfront, the pay raise for part-

Craw's Nest budget.

September 5 - Fall, 200 1·

$32,000 contribution from SPJC fees.

budget that gives a small raise to part-

such as student employee salaries and the

Read the Craw's Nest!

services budget is based on a separate

a 2001-2002 activities and services fee

Structurally and philosophically, rate will increase from the present $5.15
however, USF-St. Petersburg has growth an hour to $5.30 in fall 200 I and $5.50 in
boundaries.
"Although we're expanding, this will spring 2002.
The decision to cut back the
remain a fairly small, invitational campus,"
said Heller.
amount of fees collected from SPJC was
Heller expects the campus to. made to keep the campus from being
grow steadily for the next eight to I 0
dependent on that source. SPJC pays
years, but future enrollment gains will be
activities and services fees to USF-St.
smaller than this semester's.
"We'll probably not ever exceed Petersburg based on its enrollment figure.
I 0,000 students," he said.
That money goes toward expenditures

Keep up with all the changes.

do~s

not allocate them.
The 200 1-2002 activities and

On

The pay increase for part-time
US F.

services, but student government

time student employees and the reduced
contribution, from 35 percent to 30 percent, of SPJC fees toward those student
salaries.
The overall Craw's Nest budget
will jump 27 percent to $22,787.70. This
increase is based on the elimination of
$2,000 in funding from SPJC fees,
increased staffing, a switch to digital printing and low advertising sales.
The student government also
launched a plan to consider revising its

By rule of student government,

election rules. President Clayton Tieman

SPJC students cannot serve on student

recommended a rule mandating that new

government. Fees collected from SPJC go

presidents be elected from sitting mem-

toward USF-St. Petersburg's activities and

bers of student government.

Crow's Nest

7

FridaY~e~~ember 1
_coa -· Poot· -..>

.

. 5:00~9:00 PM · ,. , .
FR.EE for stud~ots w·ith vali.d - USF ID
. $2.00 tO~- .,,._ non
stud9fltS
.· ,.._ ;o·_ . ..
·-·
.,.- . . .
.
.
:;.;

:·

..:}::

·,·

;

.,_

>·

~

FREE:': fo-od,
-* .
mUSIC
and:
..,-·.

fU
'

· ···"'

w
-·

-_,. .;.. _;_

. ., · ,. . ·: -_~nner -·• . .

- · ·-.,·: .....: served·. _
,. at ·'· .. :'.,. ·.,,·;:; • ".:t •'•:', ,· 6' 30
•··.
' ••
. , ,. . . .::':· . ,:.,,-:· . pm
.,..

n_
...

-

. ...·
;.;.·.

' ,-,

Tickets available Sept~mber 4

~::-.

~. by_;~~

'

